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1854 fifty mattresses at his own charge. He found the utmost "^ difficulty in inducing the Medical Department to admit a single deficiency, and repeatedly asked in vain for a list of rcquirc-6 Nov. ments. " It is rather strange/' he wrote to Lord Raglan, who was equally kept in the dark by the doctors, " that I have not received the list which you will perceive that I asked for. Without it I shall be working in the dark. It is to be inferred that in the opinion of Dr. Menzies the wants of the patients are either supplied already, or in a fair way of being so, without further interference on my part. However this may be, the arrival of Dr. Gumming, Dr. Spence, and Mr. Maxwell, is likely to clear up uncertainties, to say nothing of the valuable assistance to be afforded by Miss Nightingale and her assistants, who are already at work, and according to Lady Stratford's account, who visited both the barracks and the hospital this morning, likely to render very efficient services." 5 Nov. " I am persuaded," he told the Duke of Newcastle, " that any remissncss in the beginning has been immensely exaggerated by newspaper clamours."
Miss Nightingale had indeed arrived with a brigade of forty nurses on 4 November, and thenceforward, so long as she continued her devoted work, it was almost impossible for anyone to be of use to the hospital unless at Miss Nightingale's initiative. Like many other admirable commanders, including Lord Stratford himself, she did not like colleagues. After she came he did his best to help her. He sent an attache and chaplain to receive her, and begged that she would apply to the Embassy for everything that was required. In response to a prompt list of desiderata, for which he had vainly applied To Miss to Dr. Menzies, he wrote " I shall have much pleasure in gall,1 m" procuring for the sick and wounded soldiers in hospital the 7 Nov. articles which you mention as desirable for their comfort and progress towards recovery. Lady Stratford will give the necessary orders for that purpose and communicate further with you as circumstances may require. Pray do not hesitate to apply direct to me whenever any new occasion may arise.'
The ambassador of course could not personally visit the hospitals as often as he would have wished.   All his influence